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Technology has dominated the culture of the world today. Globalization is connecting

peple worldwide, but has further disconnected them with nature and the outside world. Even
with all the environmental catastrophes due to an increase in global warming, people still seem
to be uninterested in sustainable living and green collar jobs. In order to make this change, we
have to help people to start appreciating their surroundings, and encourage them to look for
green jobs. Our world’s focus is slowly shifting towards environmental protection and
sustainability. This website aims to play a small role in the shift.

The project consists of three open spaces in the city of Davis: Central Park, Arboretum,
and the Davis Bike Loop. With each of these spaces, | incorporate landscape design,
environmental, and not only recreational and social. The significance of this approach is to
expand the minds of its visitors and educated them on aspects they would have never even
thought of. More importantly, web technology will act as a catalyst to promote these spaces.
Although this is only a test trial, | feel that this site will help promote the landscape

architecture profession.



biographical sketch

| consider myself an entrepreneur for a few reasons. | invest my time and efforts in

myself and not someone else, it is my passion, and | want to make a difference in the world. As
my passion grew, | started learning what it takes to become a successful entrepreneur, the keys

to starting a business, strategic investing from the world’s top entrepreneurs, and much more.

N

Currently, | am working on a launching a web
service, cityhype.com dedicated to help nightlife
businesses promote themselves and connect with
more customers than ever. | joined up with a team of
coders from India, and a designer from Ohio to create

Cityhype. The many detailed tasks and obstacles

have been overwhelming, but have made me a harder worker.

Cityhype gave me a profound interest in website development and design. | continued my
passion into my senior project and created website that would promote the Landscape
Architecture profession on a global scale. Since | am experienced in website development tools
such as Artisteer, Wordpress, and X-site Pro, it took me much less time than the average user
to create Spaces In Davis. | chose to create a website for my senior project so my research and
work can be broadcasted to a global audience. If my research is a success, it can change the
lives of millions of people.

During the 2008 academic year, | had the privilege to work as a Student Intern for the

Grounds Division on campus. |t was an amazing experience working with Skip Mezger and
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Christina Reyes, the UCD landscape architects on campus. Working with the two of them was

an amazing experience. Even as an Intern, | was apart of some major projects, such as the

Mondavi Buildings rain garden, Atirc Landscape, and the Hog barn landscape installation.
Attending UC Davis has changed my life, all for the better. The staff and faculty have |

have learned some valuable life lessons, met some lifelong friends, and prepared myself for the

world outside of college.
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full potential. | love you with all my heart.
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Through this project, | will create a website that provides the planning and design

aspects of urban parks and spaces. | believe the public needs to be more informed on these
areas in order to give them a sense of history. These aspects aren’t readily available on the
Internet as they should be.

In order for this to be a popular site and generate an increasing database, | will need the
help and from city groups and park administrators. With a large database, no one person can
update the information and

The majority of our population is disconnected with our environment. In order to make
this change, we have to help people to start appreciating the environment once again.
Changing people’s views of their surroundings is an incredibly difficult task, and will take an
extended period of time to do so. Technology has dominated the culture of the world today.
Globalization is ever increasing the connection of people worldwide and has further
disconnected them with nature and the outside world.

The project consists of three open spaces in the city of Davis: Central Park, Arboretum,
and the Davis Bike Loop. With each of these spaces, | incorporate landscape design,
environmental, and not only recreational and social. The significance of this approach is to
expand the minds of its visitors and educated them on aspects they would have never even
thought of. More importantly, web technology will act as a catalyst to promote these spaces.
With this approach, visitors would have an increasing appreciation for the profession, and the

environment in general.
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background

The Internet

The Internet was the result of MIT visionaries
in the early 1960s that saw great potential value in
allowing computers to share information on research
and development for scientific and military
purposes. During these times, anyone who used it
had to learn to use a very complex system (Abbate
1999).

In June 1998, Microsoft’s full-scale entry into
the browser, server, and Internet Service Provider
market completed the major shift over to a
commercially based Internet. Bill Gates, the second
richest man in the world with a net worth of over
$50 billion, was able to capitalize on the enormous
growth of the Internet with Microsoft Windows.

Wireless has grown rapidly in the past few
years, and more people are able to connect while
they are away from the home or office. Many
airports, coffee bars, hotels and motels now
routinely provide these services.

Today, the Internet is the leading catalyst of

Fig 1.1 Visual portrait of the Internet’s
complex structure
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Fig 1.2 Team building is essential to a
successful .com business

globalization. Almost overnight, the Internet has
gone from a technical wonder to a business must
(Schrader, 2009). Social networks have created a
new realm of viral marketing (Huber 2009). With all
the private capital that is being invested in online
businesses, the average Joe is becoming an Internet

sensation.

Web Design

The power of the Internet has only raised the
importance of a good web design for a business. In
the blink of an eye, web visitors make instantaneous
judgments of a web site’s credibility and usability. A
visually appealing site can help websites succeed.

Creating and hosting websites is a powerful
ability to have. Everyone in our society is familiar
the Internet, but few know how to maximize it’s full

potential (Nikravesh 2004).
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Landscape Architecture

The profession of Landscape Architecture
addresses the “analysis, planning, design,
management, and stewardship of the natural and
built environments” (ASLA). Project sites can range
from rural recreation areas to dense urban plazas.
The broad scope of the profession therefore requires
that a well-trained landscape architect is capable of
understanding local site conditions, and can produce

a responsive and appropriate design.

Integration

The keys to successful online marketing are
social networks. As the Internet has become faster
and increasingly accessible to non-technical
communities, social networks have grown rapidly
(Abbate 1999). Sites like Facebook, Twitter,
Blogs, Wikis, and many more let people of all ages
rapidly communicate and share their interests with
others everywhere. There are More than 400

million active users alone on Facebook, along with

l |
|

|

ASLA

Fig 1.3 American Society of
Landscape Architects logo
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more than 70 translations available to the site

(Facebook 2010). My project has a high probability
of becoming popular if marketed via Facebook and
other social networks. The landscape architecture
profession can benefit greatly off this online

community.
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research objectives & goals

Purpose of Project

The purpose of this project is to promote the
Landscape Architecture aspects of spaces on a global
level. The majority of websites today do not offer
any insight on these aspects outdoor spaces.

By starting as small as a rural community,
placing the landscape architecture profession on a
web platform drastically helps it gain awareness.

Understanding the design process before the
development of the spaces give the audience a sense
of history. Offering people this kind of information
will help them understand the ideas and efforts
behind the creation itself.

In addition, a website will reach a young, tech
savvy generation that has never heard of landscape
architecture. Many have no knowledge of the
variety of different fields within the profession. The
landscape architecture profession is expected to
increase by 20 percent during the 2008-18 decade,
which is much faster than the average of all

occupations (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 2009).

Fig 2.1 A website provides
immediate global access

-
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research objectives & goals

With this growth, it is even more important to reach
people that are unaware of this field.
Solution

Recently, environmental issues and the need
for energy helped draw more attention to the

state of our planet. With a greater focus towards

Fig 2.2 The recent oil spill in our environment, his website can help generate an
the Gulf of Mexico has has drawn

more attention of environmental

issues awareness to sustainable landscape planning and the

variety of green jobs available today.

This website is a way to promote the
profession. Recent research indicates that 10% of
college-bound students are undecided about their
college major and career selections (American
College Testing Program, 1999). For landscape
architecture, it is important to reach this audience.
The current challenge of today makes this an

opportune time.
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web case studies

Fig 3.1 Design Specifications

HEADER:

Logo
Search Bar

NAVIGATION MENU: 1. HOME 3.CONTACT 4. REFERENCES

ARBORETUM

DROP JOWN MENU % CENTRAL PARK  IhEQIGN & PLANNING
VILLAGE HOMES | kg ATURES

EVENTS

CONTENT:
SIDEBAR Text

NAVIGATION Photos
Links

FOOTER:
User Sign Up / Log In
Links
Etc.
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web case studies

Fig 3.3 Design Specifications Cont.

HEADER:

Logo
Search Bar

NAVIGATION MENU: 1.HOME 2. SPACES 3.CONTACT [4. REFERENCES

CONTENT:

References
Links

FOOTER:
User Sign Up / Log In
Links
Etc.
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Fig 2.3 Design Specifications Cont.

HEADER:

Logo
Search Bar

NAVIGATION MENU: 1.HOME 2. SPACES 3.CONTACT [4. REFERENCES

CONTENT:

References
Links

FOOTER:
User Sign Up / Log In
Links
Etc.
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Fig 3.6 Central Park Page

Vilage Homes Location: 401 C St (between B St and G S

Established: Feb. 2nd, 1984
Hours: 9am - Spm

»  Planning & Design

»  Featured Spaces Dimensions: 4,61 Acres

»  Events Access: Sireet Parking, Bike Parking, ADA Accessible.
»  Central Park History
> Planning & Design The official division of spaces, covering a 32-block area that included the current Central Park area, was

recorded November 24, 1666. On 1870, Davis (formerly known as "Davisvile') cimbed to 400. Shortly aftor,
land was donated for a schoohouses, churches emerged, and street trees were planted. The City of Davis
»  Events was incorporated in 1917 under a ion form of gos Sewers, sidewalks, and street paving
were a high priority, since ciic improvements were badly needed in the current downtown area. A planning
commission was established in 1925, and the city’s fist General Plan was adopted in 1927. Approximately 12
> Planning & Design houses were buitt on the land where Central Park sis today.

»  Featured Spaces

»  UCD Arboretum

> Featured Spaces Edit ths entry.

»  Events
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Fig 3.8 City Page Cont

spacesindavis.com

———

Pianning & Design

A: Bike Hall of Fame

B: Farmer's Market
€: Community Gardans.

D: Carousel

=
clck to enlarge
IETI Bike Hal of Fame.
The U.S. Bicycing Hl of Fame, previously locaiad Somervitie, New
Jersay, nad ts grand opening gn Agel 24, 2010, Dunng the 1990's this
buiking was used as a Teen Cenler. Il had a multuse purpose 2s 2
Grop-n center, recreational hal, and study area. The basement had aise
been used a3 & venue for many northem Caifomyia bands. Before the gicbally-4noun
band Green Day became popur, they played a few times at the Teen Center. Afler soma
‘secunty concems, the bulting stopped allowng bands 1o play
Farmer's Market
e Davis Famers Maret is held Saturday mormings yeas-round and on
Weanesoay evenings from sprng 1o fal. The Market was started in 1975
- nd has sivays besn in caniral park. The Davis market ves ane of the
eany farmars markets curing the 1970's urban market revival in tne
United States. In Auwgust 2008, the Davis Fermers Maske! caplured was awarded
“America's Favorte Farmers Merket.”
Central Park Gardens.
Caniral Park Gardens feslures seven themad gardens ranging from
Carfoma nat Pusic an instalstians &re common
BT =% in the Central Park garden, which complement the wide variely of plants
) 5 woll. Since the spring of 2008, & commiioe has been created to bring
new e and maintain the Central Park Gardens. What started with a handful of LC
Cooparative Extension Master Gardensr vokunisers s & simpie idea o rencvate the
gardens in Davis Central Park has grown into an exciling community project wih mufticls
pariner groups and widespread communily recogrition. The gardens are now managed by
s commitiee slong win vounteers.

Carousel
VWiiam Dentze!, & carcussl maker, created the Central Park Carouss! with
the neip of the Davis community in 1995, Cnce i offcially opened, 1

a convenience for adults 10 lake ther kids during events ke
Farmer's Markat and Pienic In the Park. It is one of the attrastions that
kigs go orazy. Knoun 3 the Fiying Carousel of the Delta Breeze, it is numan-powered as
the operator sits in 2 bicycle seat and padsis fo power i tum. It is mainky used during
‘avents witnin Qentral Park by [aint schod arganzations in arder 1o raise funds for
‘schodls in the Davis area.
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Fig 3.9 City Page Cont
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Plarring & Design

Foatured Spaces
»  Evonts

»  Cortral Park
»  Punning & Design
*  Foatured Spaces
»  Evens

»  UCD Arborstum
»  Panning & Dasign
»  Foatured Spaces

»  Evonis

Fig 3.10 Village Homes Page

illage Homes

Location:: 2655 Portage Bay East #2. n West Davia

Established: 1575

Hours: Tue-Th, Noon-4:00PM (Offica Hours)

Dimensions: 70 Acres

Access: Parking Let, Strest Parking, Bke Parking. ADA Accessible

History

The Wes1 Davis aroa was home to some of Calfornia’s prime
farmiand. The creation of a Universty Farm was passed in
March 18, 1805 10 teach agriculure Calfornia students who
chosn urierstng outsice Calorria due 19 1he lick of programs
at that time. The vast land and rich soll alowed Uriversity Farm
s cifer 8 wide variety of classes such & 50 shudies, rigation
Irstalation, horticuture, and vEcuture. Ths led to 3 dramatic
Increase in student onnoliment 1505 1 the 19508, and would
soon include Davis in the Calfornia UG system.

it this geary

Chambar of Commerce

ity of Darvi

Community Calendar

Davia Wiki

UG Davia

UCD Lardacaps Architechurs Deparkmant

Fig 3.11 Village Homes Page Cont.

Planning & Desian

Mchas! Corbes, a lndecape archisct graduats from Cal Poly, realzed the kmportance

facebook  tustke

@ e | b et o e P 1 e .

Featurod Spaces

reakzod tha ecsegy and oo e —
oren of tha tral fuly sustainable communties in the 10708, Vilage Homas. He complated
T Sludty L Sacramonts S8 Unkersty i scolgy and payeholgy.

g was during & BEvErs droughl 56 he wis unabl 10 1St I Sy, Finaly. afier bwo yoars,
Piowamiar of 1877 & atariod i rain Peavly and water ran rough Vilage Homes & yssem pefecty.
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! Commsnay Gartens
Oramards
: Vinayarde

: Comenunsty Centar

Communay Gastens

harvaat futs aed suts from the Srchards and viesyards. Whon the
BB crops i crchards ard vineysnss s roady i harvost, tha garganors
Ut g mige Inviing resitents i pck. Alfrit axcest skmonds i free. Picking supples, inclading buckats, uts

sy e
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Orchands and vinayards in the right locations. i & vary afiacie way 10 accompian that high kel within
it e dmra et

Cammunity Canter
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et ey
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Events

Plannir i
lirwiy & Dwien Harvest Festival

Featured Spaces Mid-October
Held in méd October, Parks & Community Services hosts the Harvest Festival aka Fall Festival, where

» E

children can enjoy camival games, a pumpkin patch, pumpkin decorating, costume parade and contest, a sing
along, craft activities, treats, and mon,

Performance Circle

Last Monday of Every Month - 6:45pm - 9:00pm

The Village Homes Performer’s Circle is an opportunity for and i to
present stories, music and dance... and of course to watch... It is often un-miked, though cccasionally peopla
will bring small amplifiers. The performances lean toward folk music. This is a free event.

Eit this entry

Chamber of Commerce
City of Davis
Community Calendar
Davis Wiki

UC Davis

UCD Landscape Architecture Departmant

Lk ] B the fest of your frisrcs o Bk this facebook  buwitker va | ¥ |
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Fig 3.14 UCD Arboretum Page

Vitagn Homes Roscation: 1 Puser 5 Shiaics Ave

Paseing & Design Cvtabiished: Fetruary 26, 1508
Mours: Opan 24 howrs
Dumanaions: 125 Acres
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Fig 3.16 UCD Arboretum Page Cont.
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results

Problems

The biggest problem with this website is
generating a user base that is large enough to make
this service useful. If nobody uses the Spaces in
Davis, then there is no feedback to improve and
evolve the website into something that is effective.
With this concept, it may be difficult to reach
people that are busy. Overwhelmed with the stresses
of life, the World Wide Web is a significant tool.
These types of people are using the Internet a
majority of the time. Furthermore, some people
are simply not interested in the design of spaces.
This website will not influence their opinion of the

profession.

Ease / Difficulty

The easy part of the project was creating the
front-end design and content. A simplistic back-
end content management system makes it easy for
anyone who is non-technical to edit a websites look
and information. Design specifications help expedite

the process of finding the right design, rather than a

Fig 4.1 Our technological culture
overwhelms us with stress and leaves us

little time to reflect.
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results

Fig 4.2 The mobile web gives online
services the potential for growth

trial and error approach.

In order for Spaces In Davis to become
popular and widely used, visitors and cities need to
participate in the website. This is a very difficult
task, since the city will not be seeing any returns on
their time and efforts. Time and effort will be
needed to create a strong online marketing
campaign.

Potential

Another trend that is rapidly affecting web
designers is the growth of smaller gadgets to con
nect to the Internet. Devices such as smart phones
and pocket devices are now capable of tapping into
the web on the go, and many web pages are not
designed to work on that scale.

With the mobile web making a big difference,
this can be even more of a useful tool. People on
the go can learn and be informed on spaces within
Parks. It’s a great way for people to combine

environmental education and outdoor recreation.
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conclusion

In conclusion, the concept of providing
design/landscape architecture information is
different to most web sites. The culture of our
world today is dominated by technology, especially
the Internet (Anton 1995). With globalization and
mobile technology, the majority of our population is
accustomed to cut and dry information.

Providing this type of information gives
people an awareness of the landscape architecture
field, as well as a sense of history. This is powerful
and can influence the way our society views the
environment, and can open the doors to future
green jobs to millions of people.

The opportunity to bring a design approach to
spaces can be very receptive, however, only if more
spaces are included in the database, then the web
site will be a useful service. At this point in time,
Spaces in Davis is still in its’ infantile stages. It is
going to take an extraordinary amount of work and

diligence to make this website a success.
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