AbsTrocT: Society’s growing awareness of diversity and environmental issues is forcing memorial design practice to

change drastically. Memorials must now reflect multiple viewpoints and help society realize that decisions made today have
profound affects on future generations. Furthermore since societal and environmental issues require community engagement

|
and concerted efforts, memorials must foster empathy across time, space, and cultural differences. The emerging field of

anti-memorial design seeks to build collective memory through creating temporary, interactive, and community building ex-
periences complemented by more long-lasting digital platforms. This project will develop a systematic process to evaluate the
impacts of twenty-five anti-memorials. After analyzing the commonalities in the most impactful anti-memorials, this project
will develop guidelines for how landscape designers can inspire social activism through anti-memorial design. Applying the
guidelines to a case study, an anti-memorial design will be proposed to commemorate land subsidence in order to inspire re-

flection on the past and catalyze social change in the present and future.
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HOW CAN WE USE DESIGN TO TRANSLATE SCIENTIFIC DATA INTO AN EXPERIENCE THAT WILL INSPIRE PEOPLE AND
STATEWIDE POLICIES TO CHANGE?
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Powerfuiiion, MEMORIALS ARE MEANT TO INSPIRE REFLECTION ON OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE.
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" &5 — THE ANTI-MEMORIALS HELPED THE PUBLIC RECOGNIZE THE ISSUE THROUGH FRAMING
. ﬁ (el }/ AL IT IN THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT AND FRAMING THE CAUSE WITH THE EFFECT.
¢ ‘ g
@ HL. SV:N Hﬁ THE ANTI-MEMORIALS INCLUDED MULTIPLE LOCATIONS, DIFFERENT SCALES,
&‘HQ AND DIGITAL AND ANALOG COMPONENTS.
417 THE ANTI-MEMORIALS WERE MADE BY THE PUBLIC THROUGH MARK-MAKING,

@FQ CONVERSATIONS, EVENTS, AND DEMONSTRATIONS OF THEIR PERSONAL ENGAGEMENT WITH THE ISSUE.

ANTI-MEMORIAL TO LAND LOST IS ON SUBTERRANEAN STAIRS, BUT ALSO EVERYWHERE

STAIRS CONNECT ELEVATION DROPS, TIME, AND POLICIES IN THE FORM OF A HUMAN-SCALED TIMELINE THAT CAN BE
MADE BY ANYONE TEMPORARILY. THE ANTI-MEMORIAL ALSO INCLUDES LONGER LASTING DIGITAL COMPONENTS.

e COMMEMORATING LAND LOST
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Visitors will first see the linkage between elevation and time as they descend Ll m

the steps and see the dates become closer to present day. At the bottom of the
4. Choose a site to commemo-

stairs, they will be able to look back and read the policies on the steps. Seeing 1. Find a set of stairs leading SUBSIDENCE IN
the policies framed with each elevation drop and orange chalk will help visitors underground and count the EL NIDO, CA Year Subsidence Trcalt?[. A(édglpdthte rj[lumbe‘rt;)fth
understand how certain policies directly affected the rate of sinking. number of steps. 1988-2004 2.8ft eet subsided s alr Ing wi €
0062008 i mostbrecent tmt\ yo{u getha
- number nearly equal to the
Oversized US Geological Survey monitoring benchmarks are placed at the top 2008-2013 1ft elevation drop of your stairs.

and bottom of the stairs. The repetition of two identical benchmarks conveys
the sense of site of one site sinking over time. The benchmarks also describe the
name of the place commemorated, and different sites throughout California
can be commemorated on different stairs.

5. Mark the years on the steps
when the land was at that eleva-
tion. Put the most recent year on
the bottom step.

2. Measure the stair height.
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Commemorating land lost on the steps to the California State Capitol

6. Corresponding with the years,
highlight relevant policies, weather
events, or construction projects
that have affected subsidence on
the perpendicular stair face.

The site map below shows the anti-memorial’s many physical and virtual locations, which were
chosen based on their ability to influence policy making and reach large audiences.
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7. Place subsidence benchmarks
with the location name at the top
and bottom of the stairs. To show
that subsidence is on-going, place
the bottom benchmark at the
edge of the bottom step.

CA US Geological 3. Figure out the total elevation drop: (# of stairs) x (stair height) = total elevation drop

Survey Office ‘ S ‘
Example: (12 stairs) x (6" stair height) = 72" total elevation drop

The guide above provides instructions to anyone interested in creating the

S— Virtual Sites Physu:al Sites anti-memorial on stairs in their own community. The act of marking the stairs
Mapping Schools is performative and is meant to inspire unexpected conversations with people
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